‘Tis the Season
	I’m a couple weeks early to mention the word “fall” because the season of fall doesn’t officially begin until September 22nd. But, a new season is upon us: 
Football season is here (hopefully you aren’t already dreading your favorite team’s season ahead). 
The school year is in full swing (and as a result churches; dance studios; band rehearsals; school/recreational athletics and cheer; and a bunch of other programming has started new seasons).
The days start to get cooler and (and shorter) as we march on towards the time change on November 1st.
In specific regard to church, this year as we’ve already acknowledged, there is a new season observed: “the season of creation” now until October 4th. And then there is that other “season” that many in the church don’t look as forward towards…conversations around stewardship & budgeting for a new year.
	However, before anyone rolls their eyes at the word “stewardship” or “budget” I’m going to invite you to into an opportunity to have this conversation in a new way this year. A recent visitor in worship asked me this past Sunday, “how do y’all handle tithing at Bethlehem?” My initial reaction was “great question…let’s talk more about that.” 
	We often talk about “giving” in the church, and yes, giving does sometimes revolve around “offerings” or “financial giving.” Yet we also talk about giving in other ways: hours of volunteering, gifts in helping lead worship, participation in various outreach ministries, serving on ministry teams, and beyond. 
	BUT, how often do we talk about the word “tithe” or the concept of “tithing?” Now if you are getting your feathers all ruffled because you think I’m about to creatively ask you to whip out your check book and write a check for 10% of your annual income, I invite you to breathe (because that’s not what I’m about to do). What I am going to do, is invite you into a conversation, and learning opportunity, to learn on a deeper level what the word “tithe” or the act of “tithing” looks like. Tithe is a biblical word…and it’s a good thing for us to understand on a deeper level what the bible has to say to us.
	So, this year’s stewardship focus will focus around the word “tithe” and the act of “tithing.” And (showing my hand before the conversation even begins) by the end of our annual stewardship focus, I’m going to encourage us to move towards becoming a “tithing congregation” (that might not mean necessarily what you think it does).
	‘Tis the season for a time to focus on stewardship as we begin to vision and plan for what awesome things God is up to in the coming year at and through Bethlehem Lutheran Church. May God continue to bless us to live out our mission: to be a “Bold, Loving, Community.”

The Peace of Christ be with y’all,
Pastor Vern
