Midweek Reflection 9/30/26
“Fruitful” Reflection
Happy Wednesday Everyone,
	This Sunday, (spoiler alert) our gospel text returns to the setting of a vineyard. Two weeks ago we heard a parable about a generous landowner who compensated workers in a vineyard (who worked a variety of hours) in the same way. We talked a little bit that Sunday about “Generosity.”
	This week, we find ourselves back among the vines, the branches, and the harvest of fruit, with a parable about some “wicked tenants” and their both intentions and understanding about their relationship to the work of the vineyard.
	At a text study yesterday, a colleague of mine offered a statement from a podcast that acknowledged that part of how we could interpret the good news in a rather challenging parable, is to acknowledge the “fruit of the harvest” within our churches. I think that is a great thing to take some intentional time to do, and maybe to offer a slightly different perspective than where our minds might want to instinctively wander when we think about “the yield” of our work.
	There are many fruitful ministries going on at Bethlehem, and many recent yields of those ministries to celebrate. Starting with the most recent, our collaborative after school program (Shine Bright) is expanding. Our first day we had 14 students. That number has grown to 22! On Monday’s and Wednesday’s Bethlehem is involved in helping 22 young people grow in understanding in the areas of math, ELA, science, and social studies. And beyond academics, we are also helping ensure that these students and their families are fed with a meal. That (in so many ways) is a fruitful ministry!
	This past Saturday, roughly 20 people gathered at Bethlehem for another “pilot” activity of our new “Life Together” ministry. We learned how to paint barn quilt squares on concrete pavers! That activity was a fruitful gathering. Some learned about a new crafty hobby. Some spent time sharing about the hustle and bustle of life. New friends were made and we spent time exploring our senses of creativity together.
	The partnership with LR continues to be a fruitful ministry. More students in the area are learning about Bethlehem, Bethlehem is growing in awareness in how it can support the university, and we are showing up for a demographic in our community in some of the most formative moments in life. Specifically to give a shoutout around formation, the commitment to being a field education site for students at LTSS! Thanks be to God for that fruitful ministry.
	Our “Knots of Love” quilters continue to make multiple quilts every time they gather. Some of these quilts are donated locally and some globally. Regardless of the location or circumstance, these threads weave together the assurance of Christ’s love to those who receive them. That’s fruitful ministry.
	And then there are the other groups making impacts: WELCA, LMM, youth groups, relationships with scout troops. There are various fruitful ministries going on at Bethlehem. And yet, sometimes, it’s hard to see the plethora of fruit before us. Sometimes, when the fruit doesn’t look like we think it should, we let the luster of the good things going on become dull. Instead of seeing the abundance of the harvest that is being produced, we look for the yield in specific places with anxiety.
	So I invite you this week, to look at the yield of the fruitful ministry that is ongoing and continues to ripen. I invite you to let go of the anxiety of the yield that you are afraid that you don’t see, and to see what God is growing through BLC. Paul, in his conclusion of his first letter to the Corinthian church says, “my loved brothers and sisters, you must stand firm, unshakable, excelling in the work of the Lord as always, because you know that your labor isn’t going to be for nothing in the Lord.” Your work, BLC, isn’t for nothing…it’s for the awesome ways in which you reveal Jesus to the community and to the world.

And for all that you do: the fruits of your work, your generosity, and your dedication to be an active presence of the church is something for which I’m deeply grateful, and proud to walk with you in loving, learning, and serving together.

Peace,
Pastor Vern
